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AB 22 (McCarty) 
Transitional Kindergarten Data Collection

PURPOSE 

To collect the necessary student and 
workforce data to understand the impact of 
California’s historic investment in universal 
transitional kindergarten (TK). 

BACKGROUND 

In 2010, the Kindergarten Readiness Act 
changed the kindergarten eligibility date 
from December 2nd to September 2nd 
starting in the fall of 2012. It also created 
the TK program for children who turn 5-
years-old between September 2nd and 
December 2nd. TK became the first year of a 
two-year kindergarten program, only 
funded for students born during this three-
month period, taught by a credentialed 
teacher using a modified kindergarten 
curriculum that is age and developmentally 
appropriate. 

Studies have shown that high-quality early 
learning can improve children’s readiness to 
succeed in school. Unfortunately, many 
children, particularly those who need it 
most, have not had access to these early 
learning opportunities because of the date-
of-birth eligibility criteria. Last year the 
legislature expanded TK to all 4-year-olds 
with a phase-in beginning in 2022-23 and 
full implementation in 2025-26. 

NEED FOR THE BILL 

With the upcoming expansion of TK, it is 
critical for the state to collect data on how 
many students are enrolling in TK, as well as 
basic demographic information about these 
students and their educators. 

 
Currently, TK student enrollment data is 
collected and recorded by the California 
Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data 
System (CALPADS). TK students are counted 
as kindergarteners. This blending of TK and 
kindergarten student data makes it difficult 
for the state to use the information in 
meaningful ways. 

THIS BILL 

AB 22 would require the collection of 
student enrollment data in TK programs 
separate from kindergarten enrollment in 
CALPADS. LEAs would also be required to 
report TK staffing data through CALPADS 
annually. This data, and the addition of data 
on the teacher workforce serving in 
California State Preschool Program (CSPP) 
classrooms based at Local Educational 
Agencies (LEAs), will help the state get a 
better picture of its early learning 
workforce and use that information to 
inform policy. 

SUPPORT 

• California School Employees 
Association, AFL-CIO (Co-Sponsor) 

• Early Edge California (Co-Sponsor) 

• Kidango (Co-Sponsor) 

• San Diego Unified School District 

KEY CONTACTS 

• Navnit Puryear, California School 
Employees Association 

(916) 329-3624 
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